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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Great Ayton Parish Council 

Held on Tuesday 16
th

 August 2011 at 7.00 pm  

 

Present 

Cllrs: R Kirk (Chairman), Mrs F Greenwell, Mrs J Brown, G Readman, R Hudson, and S Jackson. 

Ms J S Cumbor (Parish Clerk).    Others Present:  H Atkinson, County Cllr Mrs H Moorhouse, PC Michelle McFarlane, PCSO 

Jason Lloyd and 22 Members of the Public. 

 

1. Apologies – Cllr J Fletcher. 

2. Declaration of Interest in items on the Agenda – Personal Interests in relation to the Library were declared by Cllr 

Mrs Greenwell and Cllr Jackson. 

 

3. Members of the Public invited to address the Council  

3.1 Keep it Public (KIP)  

  Mrs Jarvis and KIP Members made representations regarding the Groups campaign to see Great Ayton Library 

continued as a professional public service, funded and provided by NYCC.  Representations included points about: 

• the building 

• focal point of the community 

• young and old being disadvantaged 

• the consultation process was not suited to children, and it would appear this had not been considered by   

NYCC’s Scrutiny Board for Young People 

• Great Ayton having no public services other than the Library 

• cost of commute to Stokesley and children being unable to travel on their own 

• Village businesses failing 

The KIP Group went on to comment that there was a strong feeling of injustice in the Village and that NYCC have not 

listened to Great Ayton despite 30% of people who attended Public Meetings early in the year being from Great 

Ayton.  NYCC’s revised plans spread the pain unfairly and unequally.   The people of Great Ayton were passionate 

about the future of their Public Library during NYCC’s consultation; but now find that if they do not take on the 

service entirely the amenity will close, this is unfair, unresponsive and unnecessary.    

 

3.2 SaveGreatAytonLibraryGroup (SGALG) 

Ian Pearce agreed with the comments made by KIP and stated that this is where SGALG started out.   However, NYCC 

are adamant that the Community needs to produce and submit a Business Plan by the end of September otherwise 

the Library will close.   SGALG have identified that there is no ongoing, year on year, grant funding to cover the yearly 

running costs of the building.   Subscriptions were considered but deemed to be unsustainable; Nunthorpe failed 

using this method.   SGALG are looking to the Parish Council to consider an increase on the Parish Precept over the 

next three years to be reviewed thereafter.   Initial plans have been drawn up for refurbishment of the building to be 

used as a Community Centre with the library facility inside it; grants are available to fund this. 

 

3.3 Peter Morgan asked if NYCC should spread the pain of raising Parish Precepts County wide on all Precepts.   Cllr Mrs 

Moorhouse stated that Parish Precepts were the decision of the Parish Councils not NYCC or HDC; she also advised 

that at least one other Village was looking to fund the Library via the Precept.    

 

Cllr Mrs Greenwell stated that NYCC can close the Library regardless and asked why the campaign was split, one 

campaign was needed.    Alison Jarvis replied that KIP was not set up as an alternative campaign, but they wanted to 

catch the mood of injustice, she accepted that NYCC had the ability to close the library but felt blackmailed and was 

not sure acquiescence was the best way to deal with this. 

 

Cllr Kirk advised that the Parish Precept was set by the Parish Council on a yearly basis between December and 

February; if increased the Parish Council would ensure delivery of funds against budgeted costs. 

 

Jennifer Roberts asked if the Parish Council continued to support SGALG as promised in the spring of the Year.  Cllr 

Kirk said that they needed to wait and see and assess the results of the survey going round the Village and how 

representative of the Community this was.   The Parish Council would also need to see a Business Plan and consider 

this at a future meeting, probably the September Meeting given the time constraints with NYCC; this may not be the 

a full Precept discussion.   There isn’t a clear Yes or No at this stage as more information is required. 

 

Alison Jarvis asked about the Library being discussed at the Scrutiny Committee of Young Children, Cllr Kirk stated 

that this would have to go through the Hambleton Area for NYCC Committee first.   Cllr Mrs Moorhouse said she 

would discuss this separately with KIP. 

 

Cllr Readman called for publicity to urge people in the Village to complete the survey. 
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Cllr Kirk thanked Cllr Mrs Moorhouse for all her work on campaigning for the Library, it was well known that she had 

gone out on a limb and was working very hard on this at County Hall. 

 

4. Minutes  

The minutes of the meeting for Tuesday 19
th

 July 2011 were approved and signed. 

 

5. Police Business 

5.1 The Statistics for July were received, along with information concerning recent incidents.  It was noted that the 

incidents appeared very high but this is due more to the way these are reported, i.e. one incident may be recorded 

more than once on the report, than the actual incidents being up, crime figures were slightly down on last year. 

 

5.2 The Byelaw in place on the High Green was discussed and the Clerk asked to report back to a future Meeting. 

 

5.3 Cllr Kirk acknowledged the impending departure of PC McFarlane from the Police Service and thanked her for her 

commitment to Great Ayton it had been second to none; the Community will miss her and the Parish Council wished 

her well in her next role.    The Clerk was asked to write to a formal letter to NYPA and PC McFarlane. 

 

5.4 Information concerning the abolition of the NYPA and replacement by the Police Crime Commission (PCC) in May 

2012 was noted.   The Councillors were unable to attend the Focus Event on 8
th

 September.  

 

6. Council Services Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report.    

 

7. Matters arising from the minutes (for information only) 

7.1 Village Hall – The stained glass window was now in place.   Minute continued. 

7.2 S106 Projects – Projects identified were: 

• Disabled access at the Village Hall 

• Youth Facilities 

• New Safety Surface for the Play Area (priority) 

• Public Toilets on the Low Green 

• Fencing at the Station, although this may be funding through the Stokesley Regeneration Group 

• Refurbishment of the Library Building to convert for Community Centre use, it was noted that that any S106 

money towards this would open doors to other grant funds for this Project 

Submission would be finalised at a future Meeting. 

 

8. Planning Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept decisions made in the Report. 

 

9. Correspondence and Information Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in 

the Report. 

 

10. Clerk’s Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report. 

 

11. Accounts Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report. 

    

12. Councillors’ Report 

12.1 Cllr Mrs Greenwell reported a car parking on the corner of Romany Road opposite Rosehill which was causing 

lack of visibility around the corner – the Clerk was instructed to contact the Police. 

12.2 Cllr Readman highlighted issues with cars parking over the footpath along the High Street outside the shops, 

especially at the narrow part and asked if more bollards could be put up – the Clerk was asked to contact 

Highways.   Discussion followed about polite notices being put on car windscreens; the Clerk offered to 

produce these and distribute amongst the Council Members. 

12.3 Cllr Mrs Brown reported that she had received information about anti social behaviour – the Clerk was asked 

to contact the Police and Broadacres for an update. 

12.4 Cllr Mrs Brown asked if a one way system could be considered for some roads in the Village, i.e. Romany 

Road.   Cllr Kirk said that the issue had been looked at before with no resolution; if Councillors have ideas he 

suggested these be brought forward for future discussion.  

12.4 Cllr Jackson reported that the LTP did mention Great Ayton but there was nothing specific.    

12.6 Cllr Kirk reported that the hedge at the front of Eastbrook on Stokesley Road was over grown and required 

cutting back – the Clerk was asked to contact the owner. 

12.7 Cllr Kirk asked if the grass verge along Station Road had received its yearly cut by Highways.  Some work had 

been carried out, but not correctly – the Clerk was asked to chase this matter. 

 

The date of the next meeting will be Tuesday 13
th

 September 2011 in the Children’s Room at the Friends Meeting House. 
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